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but suits for the recovery of dower, maintenance, or
conjugal rights should not be admitted in cases of un-
registered marriages, and the plea of divorce must not
be put in, or allowed to prevail, in such suits, unless the
divorce should have been registered. Such suits are fre-
quent in Eastern Bengal', and the condition proposed is,
therefore, certain to bring the registration of marriages
into general favor. The self-interest of brides and the
natural solicitude of their parents must be sufficient to
make the registration of dowers a general practice ; and
we shall have effected a most important improvement
in the social organization of Mohainmadans without
any direct or unusual action on the part of the State.

The failure of the present law is due to various causes.
The first is, that the jurisdiction or diocese of a Kaazi
is much too large for his unaided management. The
second cause is the use of the outlandish and cumbrous
designation of Mosalmaan Registrar, instead of the
more appropriate and natural one of Ivaazi. The third
is, that the law is voluntary, and leaves it entirely at
the option of the parties to register their marriage.
The Registrar of Marriages should be called the Kaazi:
lie should have several Naayebs under him ; and the
law of registration must gradually be made compulsory.

The registration of Kaabeens should be made over to
Kaazis, as tending not only to keep all matrimonial af-
fairs in a single office but, what is more important, to
make Kaazis a more popular institution. District Re-
gistrars frequently make over their duties to Hindu